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Building Communities…Changing Lives





Parking Passes and Guest Policies:





If a landlord is willing to offer just one parking pass, it may be worth negotiating for more passes so visitors can park safely and close by. If a lease imposes limits on overnight guests, be sure to assert that this unduly restricts the number of family members who can stay over.





Negotiating Lease Agreements








Five things you didn’t know you could negotiate:


(Source, Stephanie Reid, Avvo attorney and NakedLaw contributor)


Security Deposits





If a security deposit requirement seems unreasonable counter with a more sensible figure. Your security deposit should never be more than one month rent. Renters may be able to negotiate a lower figure particularly if they can offer references and a record of responsible rental maintenance. If a landlord needs to get a unit under contract, he or she might be willing to budge on this issue.





Pet Policies





Although more of a longshot, pet policies and fees are negotiable in some situations particularly if an animal is small, quiet and has never shown signs of aggression. Likewise, if an apartment allows pets of a certain size or species only, savvy renters may be able to get their larger pets through the door by offering a few extra dollars in rent.





Access to amenities





If the building has certain amenities (gym, pool, wellness center) that require additional monthly fees, renters may be able to negotiate for these to be included in the cost of monthly rent. As with security deposits, renters gain leverage by showing a stellar record of on-time payments and by providing a list of previous landlords willing to vouch for their predictability and consistency. Renewal tenants may benefit from negotiating with the landlord for the inclusion of amenities for the new rental term.
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Negotiating points in leases cont’d





5. Monthly Rent





This is one of the biggest—and most difficult—lease agreement terms to negotiate. However, it is in the landlord’s best interests to keep units filled and profitable, and the introductory rent is likely much higher than the landlord needs to realize profit. If you are a smart tenant with no history of eviction, late rent, damage, civil judgments or general rental issues, you stand a strong chance of getting a rental rate reduction. When negotiating this term, be reasonable and understanding of the landlord’s position. Also keep in mind that a low-ball counteroffer will quickly turn the discussion sour. It may help to research comparable rent rates in the area to show the landlord just how diligent you are.





FAIR HOUSING LAW


 The federal Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination in the sale, rental and/or financing of dwellings based upon race, dolor, national origin, religion, sex, familial status, pregnant women, people seeking custody of children under age 18 and handicap.





Complaints can be filed with the following agencies:





Massachusetts Attorney General’s office—Civil Rights Division at 617-727-2200


Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination at 617-994-6000


If your complaint is against the management of a federally subsidized housing project or federal housing program, you may file a discrimination complaint with HUD at 617-994-8200.





Examples of violations:





Cannot charge extra for service animal


Cannot charge extra for reasonable accommodation for disabled tenant


Cannot discriminate on the basis of a rental subsidy


Cannot refuse to rent to families with kids under 6 because of lead paint.


Cannot publish discriminatory advertising


Cannot discriminate in granting mortgage loans











 











 






















































































FINANCIALLY HERS





In honor of Women’s Month, CTI, in collaboration with Lowell Public Schools, presents the 8th Annual Women’s Conference. 





Financially hers, offered during Lowell Women’s Week, is a seminar focusing on women and their personal financial management. Workshops are designed to deliver up-to-date content that supports women and directly relates to issues faced in today’s economy. Our focus is to help women become financially independent by offering the right information, tools and resources.


Participants will choose a workshop, enjoy a lovely luncheon, spend time networking and receive a gift card to Market Basket. 





DATE: Saturday, March 12


TIME: 11 AM to 2 PM


LOCATION: Stoklosa Middle School at 560 Broadway Street in Lowell


Childcare won’t be provided. Men are welcome to attend. 


ITINERARY:


10:30 to 11 Check in/networking


11 to 12:30 Workshop


12:45- 2 PM Lunch/Networking/Keynote Speaker





Choose one of the following workshops:


*Changing your life through better money management


*Couponing Secrets


*Help… I need to fix my credit!


*What is a reverse mortgage and is it right for me?


To register, contact Gladys at 978-654-5673 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:gsantiago@commteam.org" �gsantiago@commteam.org� 
































 











If you would like to post any upcoming events, please let us know.


Foreclosure Prevention Workshops are held periodically. 


Contact 978-970-0600 x2


Employment and Training		


To register for a workshop, call 978-654-6691.


Financial/Smart Tenant Workshops Workshops conducted at CTI, 17 Kirk St. Lowell, each day at noon and on Wednesdays at 5 PM for those clients applying for financial assistance.  Workshops will be held in Lawrence at Lawrence Community Action every Tuesday at 9 AM. 305 Essex St. Lawrence, call 978-681-4905 to pre-register. Similar workshops will be held at Haverhill Community Action Thursdays beginning August at 9 AM, pre-register by calling Haverhill Community Action 978-373-1971.


Free legal Advice, 4th Wednesday of each month. The opportunity to meet with a legal services attorney. You must sign up in advance by contacting the Housing Consumer Education Center at 978-459-0551. 





Subsidized Housing Workshops - Every Friday at 1pm at 17 Kirk St. Lowell


	   


GED Classes—Ongoing Enrollment:  Contact Mike at 978-654-5724.


Veteran’s Benefits Workshop On Wed. March 9 from 1o AM to 2 PM at Archambault Towers 657 Merrimack St. Lowell and Wednesday March 23 from noon to 10AM to 2 PM at Bishop Markham on South Street                              Contact Roland Cartier, Veteran’s Specialist at 978-654-5613





Smart Tenant Workshops are also conducted in Salem every Thursday at 10AM at 104 Lafayette Street, Salem MA at North Shore Community Development.. A Subsidized Housing Workshop follows at the same address at 11 AM. To register, call 978-219-5384.


 





NEARLISTINGS.ORG is a service provided by CTI whereby landlords and tenants can hook up. Landlords have access to the site in order to post new apartment listings for Sec. 8 or non-Sec. 8 clients. Tenants can go and search for an apartment that suits their specific needs.  NEARLISTINGS.ORG is a convenient way to browse for affordable apartments and make contact with landlords eager to rent. NEARLISTINGS is easily accessible on line





.





Upcoming CTI Events
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