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Building Communities…Changing Lives








Thursdays are savings days: Most stores start their sales on Thursdays, so pay attention to that!





Back to School Shopping Tips

















Get a little at a time: Start in July and purchase something each week.


Wait to buy clothes: Some of the best deals will come after the first day of school


Take advantage of gift card sites: Giftcards.com is a site that sells gift cards at a discount and then you can pair those with sale prices.


Review what you have: before you go shopping, check out those closets!


Take advantage pf tax free holidays.


Get the teacher-approved list: check your school’s on-line teacher listing before you shop.


Share your budget with your child: This helps them see the cost and know you aren’t a money tree.


Take advantage of price matching: Some stores offer to match lower prices you find elsewhere


Coordinate with other parents: Do a clothes swap or a school supply sharing day


Refurbished electronics help you save money


Check out college savings programs for computers: Sites such as best Buy, Dell, and Apple offer college savings for buying their products.


Don’t forget dinner: Eat out less and make homemade lunches


Shop in your child’s back pack first: Your child may still have materials left from previous school years


Look for special promotions.


Shop at local or on-line consignment stores such as Savers and Thredup.com


Check on-line for coupons: Target always posts on-line.


Leave the kids at home: They will make things more expensive
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The housing market is very tight. Knowing what you want and what you can afford up front may make the search a bit easier. You don’t want to move into an apartment that will be a financial strain from the outset.





10 Basic Rules of Money Management





Know your financial situation


Set financial goals


Plan for expenses


Develop a realistic budget


Distinguish between needs and wants


Do not allow expenses to exceed income


Save!!


Pay your bills on time


Use credit wisely


Keep a record of daily expenditures





Warning Signs of a Credit Crisis





You are at or near the limit on your credit cards


You fight with your partner about money


You charge more each month than you pay


You have recently been denied credit


You are using savings or credit for daily expenses


You have received a phone call from a collector





For further information about how to gain financial stability, contact CTI’s Financial Education Services at 978-459-0551.





Housing Search Questions to Ask Yourself





Where would you like to live? Describe the neighborhood you would like to live in. What size apartment do you want, based on the family size. 


Do you need a handicap accessible unit?


Do you need to live near a bus route?


Do you need a home free of lead-based paint


Do you need a yard for children?


What pets do you have?


Do you want to be near a grocery store?


Do you want a washer/dryer hook-up


Do you need a garage or off-street parking


What can you afford? Are utilities included? Will you have to pay for water usage?


What are your expenses? Compare with reliable income to determine what rent you can afford.


Have you ever been evicted? What is your rental history? Credit history?


Do you have outstanding utility bills?





 











 






















































































Operation MoneyWise


Do you want to take control of your finances before they control you? Are you interested in buying a home, starting a small business or going to college?





Operation MoneyWise is a free financial education program for Veterans and for military families. 





The Financial Literary Academy & One-on-One Financial Coaching





Topics of the Financial Literary Academy include:





1. Creating Financial Goals


2. Budgeting


3. Understanding Credit


4. Saving and Asset Building


5. Learning about VA benefits for education





Classes run once a week from 6-8 PM for six weeks on Wednesdays. Dinner is included.





One-on-One Financial Coaching is more intensive and will provide tools to:





1. Help you track income and expenses


2. Help you manage and decrease debt


3. Help with setting limits on spending so saving becomes a habit


4. Help with credit repair and dealing with creditors





Appointments are flexible. Hours are Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 4 PM and until 7 PM on Wednesday.


To learn more, call 978-654-5673.
































 











If you would like to post any upcoming events, please let us know.


CTI’s 5th Annual MoneyTalks Youth Conference for youths 16-20, August 3,4 and 5 from 8:30 to 1PM at the Stoklosa Middle School 560 Broadway Street in Lowell. Day 1: Vision, Values, Goal Setting and Basic Banking; Day 2 Budgeting, Saving and Credit; Day 3 Reality Fair.  FREE EVENT


Foreclosure Prevention Workshops are held periodically. 


Contact 978-970-0600 x2


Financial/Smart Tenant Workshops Workshops conducted at CTI, 17 Kirk St. Lowell, each day at noon and on Wednesdays at 5 PM for those clients applying for financial assistance.  Workshops will be held in Lawrence at Lawrence Community Action every Tuesday at 9 AM. 305 Essex St. Lawrence, call 978-681-4905 to pre-register. Similar workshops will be held at Haverhill Community Action Thursdays beginning August at 9 AM, pre-register by calling Haverhill Community Action 978-373-1971.


Financial Coaches:  Carve out a financial plan that fits your income and expenses. You will create ways to reduce debt and increase your credit score. Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30 to % PM, until 7 PM on Wednesday. Please call for an appointment: Gail Fortes at 978-654-5676 or Sandra Diaz at 978-654-5725


Subsidized Housing Workshops - Every Friday at 1pm at 17 Kirk St. Lowell


GED Classes—Ongoing Enrollment:  Contact Mike at 978-654-5724.


Veteran’s Benefits Workshop On Wed. Aug 10 from 1o AM to 2 PM at Archambault Towers 657 Merrimack St. Lowell and Wednesday Aug 24 from noon to 10AM to 2 PM at Bishop Markham on South Street                              Contact Roland Cartier, Veteran’s Specialist at 978-654-5613


Smart Tenant Workshops are also conducted in Salem every Thursday at 10AM at 104 Lafayette Street, Salem MA at North Shore Community Development. A Subsidized Housing Workshop follows at the same address at 11 AM. To register, call 978-219-5384.


Spanish Language Financial Assistance/SMART Tenant workshop will be offered Mondays and Wednesdays at 1 PM at 17 Kirk Street.


 CTI Employment Programs: Clients interested in getting assistance to secure employment, are being asked first to attend an information session. These sessions will be held every Tuesday and Thursday from 1 PM to 2 PM and on Wednesday evening from 6 PM to 7 PM in the conference room on the first floor of 17 Kirk Street. Questions, call 978-654-5606. Clients are requested to come 45 minutes early to do a pre-assessment. 


NEARLISTINGS.ORG is a service provided by CTI whereby landlords and tenants can hook up. Landlords have access to the site in order to post new apartment listings for Sec. 8 or non-Sec. 8 clients. Tenants can go and search for an apartment that suits their specific needs.  NEARLISTINGS.ORG is a convenient way to browse for affordable apartments and make contact with landlords eager to rent. NEARLISTINGS is easily accessible on line





.





Upcoming CTI Events
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