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Building Communities…Changing Lives





Bed Bugs!!!





Bed bugs are small insects about the size of an apple seed. They are usually active at night. They often hide in cracks in furniture, floors or walls. They can live for several months without feeding on a host.





Although bed bug bites are a nuisance, they are not known to spread diseases. 





In most cases people carry bed bugs into their homes unknowingly in infested luggage, furniture, bedding or clothing. Bed bugs travel between apartments through tiny crevices and cracks.





You may notice itchy skin welts or see small bloodstains from crushed insects or dark spots from their droppings.





The health department recommends that homeowners hire pest control specialists. The pest control company should:


Inspect your home to confirm the presence of bugs


Find and eliminate their hiding places


Treat your home with special cleaning agents and/or pesticides


Make return visits to make sure bed bugs are gone.





The best way to get rid of bed bugs is to clean, disinfect and eliminate their hiding places. 





Use a bright flashlight to look for bed bugs or their dark droppings in bedroom furniture. Or use a hot hair dryer, a thin knife, an old subway card to force them out of hiding in spaces and cracks.





Check:


 Behind headboard


In seams and tufts of your mattresses and inside the box spring. Along bedroom baseboard cracks. In and around night stands. Other bedroom items including window and door casings, pictures, moldings, furniture, loose wallpaper, cracks in plaster, partitions and clutter.
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If you think you have bed bugs:


Write a letter to your landlord right away


Put the date in the letter


Ask the landlord to hire a licensed exterminator to inspect and treat your home right away.


Keep a copy of your letter


Call the Board of Health and get an inspection. They may need to inspect neighboring apartments to stop the bed bugs from spreading. The Board will write a report documenting the infestation. They will cite the landlord and order fumigation.


You may want to research signs of infestation and point them out to the inspector if he doesn’t see anything on his own.


If the landlord does not fix the problem, you have a right to stop paying rent until the problem I fixed. You should save the rent in a bank account.


 Working with an exterminator:


Prepare for inspection. Clean your home, including closets and remove clutter. Push furniture to the center of the room, empty dressers and pack up as much as you can in plastic bags. At least two pesticide applications two weeks apart are needed to break the bed bug’s reproductive cycle.


The exterminator will decide if your furniture can be treated or should be replaced. Discarded furniture should be sealed or broken up so that no one is tempted to take it.


The exterminator should write and follow an ‘Integrated Pest Management Plan’ that describes the infestation and how to control and monitor it. Get a copy of the plan. 


Treating other apartments and common areas might be recommended. The landlord may need to repair cracks in walls and ceilings. He will need to seal gaps where water, wires and heating pipes come through walls and floors. The work is the landlord’s responsibility. The landlord may also have to remove wall-to-wall carpeting.











.














 











 











�
















































































 The Home Modification Loan Program (HMLP) provides loans to make modifications to the primary, permanent residence of elders, adults with disabilities and families with children with disabilities. The modifications must be necessary to allow the beneficiary to remain in the home and must relate to their ability to function on a daily basis.


Eligibility


Any homeowner who is an elder, has a disability or has a household member who is an elder or who is disabled is eligible. Landlords with fewer than 10 units may be eligible for a 3% loan for a tenant.  The proposed modifications must relate to the functional limitation of the beneficiary as documented by a professional with whom there is a client history. HMLP is not a home repair program. Examples of projects funded include: ramps, hardwired alarm systems and other safety modifications as well as accessible bathrooms and kitchens.


Types of Loans


Based upon income guidelines, you may qualify for a loan of $1000 up to$30,000 which is secured by a promissory note and a mortgage lien. This program offers 0% or 3% amortizing loans depending on the total gross household income. Homeowners eligible for a 0% loan do not make any monthly payments and no interest accrues. Repayment is required when the property is sold or has its title transferred. 3% loans require monthly payments and must be paid back in 5-15 years, depending upon the amount borrowed.  The program allows only one loan per property.


Application process


Applications are reviewed by 6 regional provider agencies. If you think you might be eligible, you may contact the Massachusetts Rehab Commission at 617-204-3739 or for the Merrimack Valley region, Alan Trebat at Community Teamwork Inc at 978-654-5741 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:atrebat@commteam.org" �atrebat@commteam.org� 








Home Modification Loan program 
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If you would like to post any upcoming events, please let us know.


Child Care Application Workshop		Every Monday from 11 AM to Noon at 17 Kirk Street in the resource center. Registration not required. 


Foreclosure Prevention		Workshops are held periodically. Contact 978-970-0600 x2


Employment and Training		1st and 3rd Wednesdays 10AM -11 AM


To register for a workshop, call 978-654-6691.


Financial/Smart Tenant Workshops conducted each day at noon and on Wednesdays at 5 PM for those clients applying for financial assistance.  Workshops will be held in Lawrence at Lawrence Community Action every Tuesday at 9 AM. 305 Essex Street. Call 978-681-4905 to pre-register. Similar workshops will be held at Haverhill Community Action Thursdays beginning August at 9 AM. Pre-register by calling Haverhill Community Action 978-373-1971.


Free legal Advice, 4th Wednesday of each month. The opportunity to meet with a legal services attorney. You must sign up in advance by contacting the Housing Consumer Education Center at 978-459-0551. 





Subsidized Housing Workshops		June 3 	11 AM (English)


		June 17   Wed. 11 AM (Spanish);   


GED Classes—Ongoing Enrollment:  Contact Mike at 978-654-5724.


Veteran’s Benefits Workshop On Wed. June 10 from 1o AM to 2 PM at Archambault Towers 657 Merrimack Street in Lowell and Wednesday June 24 from noon to 10AM to 2 PM at Bishop Markham on South Street                              Contact Roland Cartier, Veteran’s Specialist at 978-654-5613


 





NEARLISTINGS.ORG is a service provided by CTI whereby landlords and tenants can hook up. Landlords have access to the site in order to post new apartment listings for Sec. 8 or non-Sec. 8 clients. Tenants can go and search for an apartment that suits their specific needs.  NEARLISTINGS.ORG is a convenient way to browse for affordable apartments and make contact with landlords eager to rent. NEARLISTINGS is easily accessible on line





.





Upcoming CTI Events
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