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Building Communities…Changing Lives








The most recent statistics from the FBI report over 2 million burglaries resulting in more than $4 billion in property loss. It’s best to take steps to protect yourself and your family from potential break-ins.





Renter’s Insurance














Source: Shannon Ireland





When renting an apartment, condo or home, you might not realize how vital it is to have renter’s insurance. Some real estate companies write it into your lease and require insurance. Your landlord might have insurance that only covers the structure of the building. This means that if anything happens to your belongings inside your rented space, you’’ have to pay to replace everything on your own. Rental insurance will protect your belongings from such perils as fire, wind or theft. It’s important to shop around for your insurance to make sure you’re getting the best deal, which doesn’t just mean getting the lowest price. You have to make sure you have the coverage you need also. It’s also important to ask about discounts. Different providers offer varying discounts, but all offer price reductions for safety features. When you take the steps to reduce the risk of disaster, you’re a safer bet for insurance companies.





To better protect your rental from fires and to receive discounts, consider implementing the following:





Smoke detectors. If your landlord hasn’t already installed them, remind him/her that it is the law. 


Fire Extinguishers


Sprinkler System


If your rented space is already equipped with these items, ask your insurance company about discounts. 
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Renter’s Insurance  cont’d





To help prevent theft in your apartment:





Deadbolts: Add an extra line of defense. Adding deadbolts to front, back or side doors will make it easier for you and your insurance carrier to have peace of mind.


Security Systems: Can include a burglar alarm, video cameras, and other forms of surveillance. Having around-the-clock surveillance can alert tenants and authorities to harm and prevent loss of property. Remember, a security system con not work if it’s not turned on.


Choose a safe neighborhood. Call your local police to find out which parts of town have the lowest crime rates.


Renter’s insurance is an insurance policy that protects your personal property and personal liability against misfortunes such as fire, theft, vandalism, injury to another person etc. Renter’s insurance is available to protect clothes, furniture, sports equipment, antiques, electronics. It also covers you legally if a guest gets hurt or damages your property while visiting your home.


 


Some renter’s insurance can be as low as $125/year. Following, are some of the insurance providers who carry rental insurance. If you have an existing auto or life insurance policy, inquire your carrier if they have rental insurance available. (This list does not serve to endorse any carrier. It is up to you as the customer to find a plan that works for you.)





Liberty Mutual:  1-888-398-8924


Commerce Insurance:  1-800-922-8276


Progressive:  1-855-347-3939


GEICO: 1-800-841-2964


Travelers Insurance:  1-800-222-4284


A-Affordable:  1-800-897-2837


Arbella Insurance: 1-800-272-3552


Allstate: 1-800-255—7828]


Preferred Mutual: 1-800-333-7642


eRenter Plan:  1-888-512-4204











 











 






















































































Who Should I Call in Lowell if I See a Problem with…?


Source: City of Lowell





BANNERS: Special Events Coordinator at 978-674-1481


BENCHES: Parks Department at 978-970-4194


CITY TRASH BARRELS: Public Works at 978-674-4111


DAMAGED BUS SHELTERS: LRTA at 978-452-6161


DUMPSTERS: Development Services at 978-674-4144


FIRE HYDRANTS: Water Department at 978-970-4242


GRAFFITI: Citizens Services Hotline at 978-674-4035


HANDICAPPED OR LOADING ZONES: Police at 978-937-3200


MAIL BOXES: U.S. Postal Service at 978-441-2458	


OVERHANGING SIGNS: Development Services at 978-674-4144


PARKING METER OR KIOSKS: Parking Department at 978-674-4014


STREET LIGHTS: Public Works at 978-674-4111


STREETS OR SIDEWALKS: Public Works at 978-674-41


STREET SIGNS: Sign Shop at 978-674-1974


TRAFFIC LIGHTS: Public Works at 978-674-4111


TREES: Public Works at 978-674-4111


TREE LIGHTS: Public Works at 978-674-4111


TRUANCY REPORTING: Police at 978-937-3200


OTHER CITY ISSUES: Citizen Services Hotline at 978-674


FIRE DEPARTMMENT: 978-459-5553


HEALTH DEPARTMENT: 978-674-4144


NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES: 978-674-4030


PUBLIC SCHOOLS: 978-674-4320	


RECREATION: 978-674-4175


VETERANS: 978-674-4066
































 











If you would like to post any upcoming events, please let us know.


Foreclosure Prevention Workshops are held periodically. 


Contact 978-970-0600 x2


Financial/Smart Tenant Workshops Work shops in English are conducted at CTI, 17 Kirk St. Lowell, each day at noon and on Wednesdays at 5 PM and in Spanish on Thursday’s at 11am for those clients applying for financial assistance.  Workshops are held in Lawrence at Greater Lawrence Community Action every Tuesday at 9 AM. 305 Essex St. Lawrence, call 978-681-4905 to pre-register. Similar workshops are held at Haverhill Community Action Thursdays beginning August at 9 AM, pre-register by calling Haverhill Community Action 978-373-1971.


Spanish Language Financial Assistance/Smart Tenant Workshops will be held every Tuesday at Lawrence Community Action from 11 AM to noon and at CTI 17 Kirk Street every Thursday at 11 AM to Noon.


Money Management Workshop: Every Friday at 11 AM at 17 Kirk St. Lowell, MA. Helping you make wise choices, learn about budgeting, credit and steps to take if you lose your job. 


Financial Coaches:  Carve out a financial plan that fits your income and expenses. You will create ways to reduce debt and increase your credit score. Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30 to 5 PM, until 7 PM on Wednesday. Please call for an appointment: Gail Fortes at 978-654-5676 or Sandra Diaz at 978-654-5725


Subsidized Housing Workshops - Every Friday at 1pm at 17 Kirk St. Lowell


GED Classes—Ongoing Enrollment:  Contact Mike at 978-654-5724.


Veteran’s Benefits Workshop On Wed. Nov 9 from 10 AM to 2 PM at Archambault Towers 657 Merrimack St. Lowell and Wednesday Nov 23 from noon to 10AM to 2 PM at Bishop Markham on South Street                              Contact Roland Cartier, Veteran’s Specialist at 978-654-5613


CTI Employment Programs: Clients interested in getting assistance to secure employment, are being asked first to attend an information session. The (on hold until further notice)


OCTOBER is Domestic Violence Awareness Month


October 11 is Domestic Violence Awareness Day. Everyone is encouraged to wear purple that day,


� HYPERLINK "https://blog.mass.gov/blog/health/national-domestic-violence-awareness-month/" �https://blog.mass.gov/blog/health/national-domestic-violence-awareness-month/�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.mass.gov/eopss/law-enforce-and-cj/prisons/dom-violence/massachusetts-victim-bill-of-rights.html" �http://www.mass.gov/eopss/law-enforce-and-cj/prisons/dom-violence/massachusetts-victim-bill-of-rights.html�





� HYPERLINK "https://www.domesticshelters.org/domestic-violence-statistics/homelessness-and-domestic-violence" \l ".V-PssaPD_IU" �https://www.domesticshelters.org/domestic-violence-statistics/homelessness-and-domestic-violence#.V-PssaPD_IU�





NEARLISTINGS.ORG is a service provided by CTI whereby landlords and tenants can hook up. Landlords have access to the site in order to post new apartment listings for Sec. 8 or non-Sec. 8 clients. Tenants can go and search for an apartment that suits their specific needs.  NEARLISTINGS.ORG is a convenient way to browse for affordable apartments and make contact with landlords eager to rent. NEARLISTINGS is easily accessible on line





.





Upcoming CTI Events
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