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The following arrests 
were made recently by local 
police departments. All de-
fendants are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty.
LOWELL
• Stevie Cabozzi, 29, home-
less; warrants (failure to 
appear for possession of 
Class A drug and possession 
of Class B drug), possession 
of Calss B drug.
• Eugene Phonchanh, 39, 

86 Bernier St., Lowell; 
warrant (failure to appear 
for assault with dangerous 
weapon).
• Saysamone Phonchanh, 
42, 86 Bernier St., Lowell; 
warrant (failure to appear 
for armed robbery).
• Tyler Opokuware, 25, 24 
Charlton St., No. 9, Worces-
ter; warrant (uninsured 
motor vehicle).
• Angel Alicea, 32, 436 
School St., Second Floor, 
Lowell; warrant (probation 
violation).
• Sokharady Khauy, 38, 7 

Allen St., Pepperell; warrant 
(assault and battery with 
dangerous weapon).
• Luis Falcon Guaman, 23, 
72 Vine St., No. 2, Brockton; 
operation under influence, 
operating motor vehicle after 
license suspension, operate 
to endanger, open container 
of liquor in motor vehicle.
• Anthony Santiago, 29, 16 
Second St., Lowell; posses-
sion of Class B drug with 
intent to distribute.
• Giovanne Rodriguez, 21, 
1861 Middlesex St., Apt. 
207, Lowell; warrant (failure 

to appear for malicious 
damage to motor vehicle).
• Ricardo Rosado, 25, 
159 Pelham St., Methuen; 
disorderly conduct, as-
sault and battery, operation 
under influence of alcohol, 
assault and battery with 
dangerous weapon, operate 
motor vehicle with danger-
ous weapon, operate motor 
vehicle to endanger, child 
endangerment while under 
the influence.
• Alexis Saez, 37, 145 Bower 
St., Lowell; breaking and 
entering.

• Nicholas Enwright, 27, 
67 Mount Washington 
St., Lowell; breaking and 
entering, warrant (failure to 
appear).
• Julieanna Strew, 22, 48 
Pond St., Lowell; breaking 
and entering.
• Edison Vasquez, 27, 93 
W. Sixth St., Apt. 3, Lowell; 
warrants (failure to appear 
for unlicensed operation of 
motor vehicle and unregis-
tered motor vehicle).

WESTFORD
• Eddie Pagan, 57, Pleasant 
Street, Lowell; failure to ap-

pear in court upon recogni-
zance.

WILMINGTON
• Monique O’Connor, 27, 
325 Commandants Way, 
Apt. 116, Chelsea; operation 
under influence of drugs, 
failure to stop for police, 
negligent operation of 
motor vehicle, intimidating 
witness/juror/police/court 
official, resisting arrest.
• Ronald Seaburg, 33, 765 
Broadway, Apt. 5, Chel-
sea; warrant, intimidating 
witness/juror/police/court 
official.

By Melanie Gilbert
mgilbert@lowellsun.com

LOWELL >> Robin Brown re-
members exactly what she 
was doing on Sept. 9, 1990. 
It was her first day of sobri-
ety from an alcohol and co-
caine addiction.

Almost 32 years later, the 
Lowell resident is still cel-
ebrating her sobriety, and 
has made it her life’s mis-
sion to help others take the 
first step in their recovery.

On Wednesday, Brown, 
who works in the Middlesex 
Sherriff’s Department with 
the Families in Treatment 
program, is coordinating a 
cleanup of Purtell Park in 
the South Common, across 
the street from her offices 
on Summer Street.

The cleanup is part of her 
community service work as 
a recovery coach through 
the Recovery Cafe, a pro-
gram run through Lowell 
House Inc., an addiction 
treatment program for peo-
ple and their families.

“I got sober in this city,” 
Brown said. “And planning 
the park cleanup is a great 
opportunity for me to do 

something in my commu-
nity. At the same time, I’m 
using my background in ad-
diction to educate impacted 
people in the park about ad-
diction services and sup-
port.”

The event is part of Inter-
national Overdose Aware-
ness Day, an annual cam-
paign held on Aug. 31, that 
its dedicated website de-
scribes as a day to “end 

overdoses, remember with-
out stigma those who have 
died, and acknowledge 
the grief of the family and 
friends left behind.”

Over the years, Brown 
has been working in the 
addiction and recovery field 
through various organiza-
tions including the Lowell 
Transitional Living Center, 
a homeless shelter on Mid-

ADDICTION RECOVERY

Park cleanup helps create buy-in

By Cameron Morsberger
cmorsberger@lowellsun.com

LOWELL >> The baby for-
mula shortage, child hun-
ger and healthy eating are 
major issues on the minds 
of mothers and young fam-
ilies across the country. In 
Lowell, one nonprofit is be-
ing rewarded for its efforts 
to address all three.

Policy officials from the 
National Women, Infants 
and Children Association 
landed in Lowell Monday 
afternoon to meet with 
Community Teamwork 
Inc.’s WIC Program and 
honor their work during the 
pandemic.

Lowell was the National 

WIC Association’s first stop 
in the commonwealth, as 
representatives travel to 
different cities in New Eng-
land to connect with WIC 
workers to recognize their 
efforts and support them 
in their mission to provide 
support for mothers and 
young children.

While there, Brian Dit-
tmeier, NWA’s senior di-
rector of public policy, and 
Noora Kanfash, the orga-
nization’s state public pol-
icy manager, thanked CTI 
staffers for their work and 
toured the facility.

Participation in WIC pro-
grams in Massachusetts has 
surged since remote access 

COMMUNITY TEAMWORK

Beaver Brook 
cleanup
LOWELL >> On Saturday, 
Aug. 27, Lazy River Prod-
ucts, a cannabis cultiva-
tion and product man-
ufacturer with a retail 
dispensary in Dracut, 
in partnership with The 
Clean River Project, or-
ganized two cleanup ef-
forts along Beaver Brook 
in Lowell and Dracut.

The brook feeds di-
rectly into the Merrimack 
River, and has been a 
dump site for many years. 
Due to this season’s low 
water levels, volunteers 
were able to get access to 
material that hasn’t been 
visible or reachable until 
now. The work was sup-
ported through a grant 
provided by the Massa-
chusetts Environmental 
Trust.

Collect trading cards 
of police officers

TEWKSBURY >> The Tewks-
bury Police Department 
is holding a trading card 
contest with prizes for 
those collecting all 15 
cards featuring the de-
partment’s officers. The 
goal is to help children in 
the community learn that 
Tewksbury Police officers 
are friendly, helpful and 
approachable.

“We hope this contest 
will be fun for both the 
kids in our community 
and for our officers,” said 
Chief Ryan Columbus. 
“Our goal is that both 
groups will get to know 
one another better, and 
that officers are here to 
be a resource for the com-
munity.”

The contest is open to 
Tewksbury residents age 
17 and younger. They may 
stop by the police station 
to pickup a checklist and 
trading card sleeves, or 

they can print out the 
checklist on their own 
from the town website at 
bit.ly/3AVRb36.

Cards are obtained by 
approaching participat-
ing police officers, or by 
writing letters to individ-
ual officers and delivering 
them to the police station.

Participants who col-
lect all 15 distinct trad-
ing cards can come to 
the police station to se-
lect a prize from a box set 
up for the contest. Each 
child who completes the 
collection also will have 
their name entered into a 
drawing for a grand prize 
on Sept. 30. Children 
may continue to collect 
cards after that date for 
a chance to select a prize 
from the prize box.

Baby yoga is back 
online

LOWELL >> Baby Yoga is a 
class focused on gentle 
movement and develop-
mentally safe yoga poses 
for children ages 3 weeks 
to just under 1 year. The 
parent or guardian as-
sists the baby into easy 
folds and simple stretches 
timed with songs and 
rhymes. The adult does 
little to no physical yoga 
themselves, because the 
poses are solely focused 
on supporting the ba-
by’s growing body. Modi-
fications and instruction 
are provided for a baby’s 
particular developmental 
stage.

Registration is re-
quired for this livestream 
program, which is hosted 
by the Pollard Memorial 
Library. The two class 
dates are Thursday, Sept. 
8, and Thursday, Sept. 22, 
from 10 to 11 a.m. To reg-
ister, visit bit.ly/3ReOIqh. 
For more information, 
call the library at 978-
674-4120.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ROBIN BROWN

Paul, a recently homeless resident of Lowell, lives in the South Common Park. He 
has participated in park cleanups organized by Robin Brown, and will do so again on 
International Overdose Awareness Day on Wednesday.

Robin Brown, of Lowell, is coordinating a clean up of 
Purtell Park in South Commons through the JAMS project, 
which stands for streets that bound the park of Jackson, 
Appleton, Middlesex and Summer. The city is providing 
supplies, with the homeless and addict population that 
frequent the park providing the labor. 

CAMERON MORSBERGER PHOTOS / LOWELL SUN

From left, Community Teamwork CEO Karen Frederick, Lowell Mayor Sokhary Chau and National Women, Infants and 
Children Association Communications Director Tim Ward, Senior Director of Public Policy and State Public Policy 

HELPING FAMILIES
Local WIC Program applauded for pandemic efforts

The National Women, Infants and Children Association’s 
Senior Director of Public Policy Brian Dittmeier and State 
Public Policy Manager Noora Kanfash visit Community 
Teamwork on Monday.
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dlesex Street, and as a pro-
gram director for Lowell 
House.

In her work as a recovery 
specialist in Sheriff Peter 
Koutoujian’s department, 
funded through a grant 
from Brandeis University, 
Brown starts her outreach 
in the jails.

“I start my work with in-
dividuals while they are in-
carcerated,” Brown said. “I 
build a relationship with 
them first. I ask them if 
they want their families 
involved in the treatment. 
Then we begin to build a 
bridge of helping both par-
ties understand addiction 
and what it’s going to take 
for supports and resources 
to start their road to recov-
ery and sobriety.”

Brown is bringing her 

bridge-building skills to 
the park cleanup effort. 
She believes that engag-
ing the homeless and ad-
dict populations who live 
and congregate in the park 
in the cleanup effort would 
be more effective than sim-
ply having the city or out-
side volunteers do the work.

Brown spoke about that 
effort during a City Coun-
cil meeting in early Au-
gust, and asked the coun-
cil to adopt the JAMS proj-
ect. The name draws from 
the streets that bound the 
park area — Jackson, Ap-
pleton, Middlesex and Sum-
mer. The city already pro-
vides regular, weekly trash 
pickup at the park. Brown 
asked the city to provide 
gloves, trash bags and tools, 
and she asked the residents 
in the park to provide the 
labor.

“I know the ins and outs 
of addictions,” Brown said. 
“I know the behaviors, I 

know people. Maybe this 
project can be an opening 
to engage them in a recov-
ery program.”

Councilor Rita Mercier, 
who works with Brown at 
the sheriff’s offices, said she 
was happy to make the mo-
tion supporting the project.

“Robin’s idea is for the 
people creating the mess to 
be involved in cleaning it 
up,” Mercier said. “It’s also 
an opportunity to educate 
people in the park that over-
dose deaths are preventable 
and to provide overdose and 
naloxone education.”

Naloxone or Narcan, is 
a nasal spray, which can 
counter the effects of an 
opioid overdose, and which 
allows bystanders to pro-
vide lifesaving support to 
someone who is unrespon-
sive to an overdose.

Mercier’s motion to “em-
power individuals to invest 
in their environment and 
community” unanimously 

passed. The motion of-
fered the city’s help in or-
ganizing the logistical sup-
port for the cleanup as well 
as providing outreach dur-
ing Wednesday’s event.

Brown said too many 
people continue to die from 
overdoses.

“In 2022, there were at 
least 1,000 deaths in the 
Merrimack Valley,” she 
said.

“I tell them, this park 
may be a safe place for you, 
but it’s not a healthy place 
for you,” Brown said. “We 
can use the cleanup to start 
engaging with them to ac-
cess resources to continue 
the process of helping and 
healing themselves.”

Numerous organiza-
tions will be represented 
on Wednesday, includ-
ing Life Connections, The 
Bridge Club, Lowell Com-
munity Health Center, Low-
ell House, Eliot Church, the 
city Health Department 

and other agencies.
There will be activities 

for children and families, 
and speakers sharing mes-
sages of remembrance hope 
and healing.

And there will be the 
cleanup.

“Last Tuesday, we had 

five homeless people help 
clean up the park,” Brown 
said. “I meet people where 
they’re at. As long as they’re 
still showing up, we can get 
them in the right direction 
to request help.”

“I keep the door open,” 
she said.

Cleanup
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to services and appoint-
ments became available 
over the last two years, Dit-
tmeier said. The state saw 
a 16% increase in participa-
tion, with a 27% increase in 
child participation specifi-
cally, and 94,000 women 
and children received en-
hanced benefits since it was 
introduced in the spring of 
2021, he said.

The pandemic has 
proven that an “integrated 
approach” is the future for 
local WIC programs, Ditt-
meier said, and flexibility 
and keeping children con-
nected is the best way to 
serve.

“We are an in-person 
program. We are moved 
by seeing the families and 
working with the families, 
and it has been a challenge 
to not be able to directly 
interact with participants 
during COVID-19,” he said. 
“We need to meet families 
where they’re at, we have 
to reduce the administra-
tive barriers in accessing 
the program and we need 
to provide all of the op-
tions for phone and video 
appointments.”

Community Teamwork, 
a Lowell-based nonprofit 
that offers a range of com-
munity-focused programs 
and assistance, offers nutri-
tion education and counsel-
ing for families with new-
borns. They also stress the 
importance of breastfeed-
ing and eating healthy on 
a budget.

The Women, Infants and 

Children Program is a free 
state nutrition program 
that works to aid mothers 
and young children by pro-
viding healthy foods, mak-
ing referrals to health care 
services and guiding fam-
ilies through breastfeed-
ing and proper nutrition, 
among other things.

To participate in the pro-
gram, one must be a Mas-
sachusetts resident, have a 
family income below WIC 
guidelines, “have a nutri-
tional need” determined 
by the program and ei-
ther be a new mom, have a 
child younger than 5 years 
old or be breastfeeding or 
pregnant, according to the 
state’s website.

CTI’s WIC Program Di-
rector Meghan Blanchet 
said families and children 
that have just one nutri-
tional risk are eligible, and 

risks could be low iron lev-
els, low fruit and vegeta-
ble intake, weight-related 
concerns or a multitude of 
other things.

After the formula short-
age, WIC’s breastfeeding 
services came in handy — 
the health and psycholog-
ical benefits of breastfeed-
ing are profound and nu-
merous, Blanchet said, and 
the “amount of panic and 
sheer danger” around the 
formula shortage several 
months ago deepened the 
need for their breastfeed-
ing counseling and classes. 
She said she had heard 
some families were making 
their own formula, which is 
extremely unsafe.

That’s why WIC is so vi-
tal, she said, and she greatly 
appreciates the visit from 
the national organization 
and how they are recogniz-

ing the staff’s efforts to pro-
vide health care services, 
healthy food and emotional 
support for local families.

“Our staff have worked 
so hard and we’ve gone 
through so much in the 
last two years,” Blanchet 
said. “To just have some-
body come in and say ‘Hey, 
good job, thank you,’… get-
ting everyone together, it’s 
just incredible.”

Staffers at WIC helped 
supply women with formula 
during that period of crisis, 
placing calls to pharmacies 
and other stores to ensure 
they order enough formula 
for those who need it. CTI 
also loans out breast pumps 
and refers mothers and par-
ents to international board-
certified lactation special-
ists if needed.

State Rep. Vanna How-
ard, D-Lowell, applauded 
CTI for going “above and 
beyond” for the people of 
Lowell and said she appre-
ciates the organization’s 
strong partnerships with 
other programs in the city.

A former recipient of 
CTI’s services, Howard 
said she is grateful and 
proud to see the organiza-
tion continue its important 
work in the community and 
help low-income families in 
need.

“When I first arrived 
here in the city of Lowell, 
who was there for me and 
my young daughter as a 
young mother? CTI,” How-
ard said. “We all know the 
benefits of the Women, In-
fants and Children Pro-
gram, but we also know 
what CTI does with the 
WIC program: It’s reduc-
ing poverty, and it’s help-
ing in equity.”

WIC
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An informational board features information on 
breastfeeding in Community Teamwork’s Women, Infants 
and Children Program office in Lowell. National WIC 
Association representatives visited the facility on Monday 
to recognize staffers’ efforts to help families in need during 
the pandemic.

The Associated Press

CAMBRIDGE >> The city of 
Cambridge is temporarily 
switching the source of its 
drinking water after find-
ing elevated levels of toxic 
“forever chemicals” in its 
water supply, the city said 
in a statement.

The PFAS levels in the 
water are above what state 
standards allow, Friday’s 
statement said.

The city across the 

Charles River from Boston 
and home to Harvard Uni-
versity and the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technol-
ogy will get water for its 
nearly 120,000 residents 
from the Massachusetts 
Water Resources Authori-
ty’s system starting Tues-
day until November, when 
it is expected to install a 
new filter at its water treat-
ment facility.

“Replacing the filter me-
dia will ensure that our 

PFAS levels will be reliably 
and consistently below the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion regulatory standard 
in the short and long term,” 
water department Director 
Sam Corda said.

PFAS, which stands 
for per- and polyfluoroal-
kyl substances, have been 
linked to cancer and other 
health problems in humans. 
They are called “forever 
chemicals” because they 

don’t degrade in the envi-
ronment and remain in the 
bloodstream. 

They were used for years 
in firefighting foams, non-
stick frying pans, water-re-
pellent fabrics, stain-resis-
tant rugs and other prod-
ucts.

Cambridge, the state’s 
fourth-largest city, gets its 
water from the Stony Brook 
Watershed in the Charles 
River Basin. MWRA water 
is from the Quabbin and 

Wachusett reservoirs.
The U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency moved 
Friday to designate two 
PFAS chemicals found in 
Cambridge’s water as haz-
ardous substances.

Massachusetts in May 
sued more than a dozen 
companies involved in the 
manufacture or marketing 
of forever chemicals, alleg-
ing they knowingly pol-
luted the environment and 
endangered public health. 

The chemicals have pol-
luted more than 126 public 
drinking water systems in 
86 Massachusetts commu-
nities, the suit said.

City Councilor Quinton 
Zondervan wants the city 
to switch to MWRA wa-
ter permanently because of 
Cambridge’s elevated PFAS 
levels.

“We just don’t know what 
is, or is not, a safe level. And 
that’s a huge problem,” he 
told The Boston Globe.

Cambridge finds ‘forever chemicals’ in its water
PFAS

Representatives from the National Women, Infants and Children Association and local leaders visit Community 
Teamwork’s WIC Program on Monday to recognize staffers’ efforts to help families in need during the pandemic.
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Aline G. Boucher
loving wife, mother, grandmother, sister

DRACUT - Aline G. (Lareau) Boucher, 77, a 
Dracut resident, passed away on Tuesday, August 
23, 2022, with her loving family by her side. Aline 

was predeceased by her first

n
 husband of 33 years, Raymond 
P. Boucher, Jr., who passed 
in 2001. She leaves her loving 
husband Roger G. Jean of 18 
years.

Born in Lowell on June 19,
1945, she was a daughter of the 
late Maurice I. and Gertrude R. 
(Patenaude) Lareau.

Prior to her retirement, she 
worked for the City of Lowell in the Treasurer’s 
Office. She also enjoyed her part time job as a 
waitress at the Cameo Diner in Centralville.

Aline and Ray loved to square dance on the 
weekends and spend time at their camper in VT 
with family and friends.

She and Roger were very active volunteering at 
their Parish, Ste. Marguerite D’Youville in Dracut, 
and enjoyed occasional trips to the casino and 
gardening. Aline was a member of both Lowell 
and Dracut Senior Citizens Clubs.

In addition to her husband Roger, she leaves 
three sons and their wives, Brian R. and Karen 
(Archambault) Boucher of Tyngsboro, Kevin P. 
and Keri (Botto) Boucher of Lowell and Michael 
R. and Sara (Jacobson) Boucher of Chelmsford; 
eight grandchildren, Brian, Jacob, Lily, Joshua, 
Sophie, Stella, Ava and Ruby Boucher; two 
brothers, Donald Lareau and his wife Barbara and 
Robert Lareau; her mother-in-law, Cecile (Gingras) 
Boucher; brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law,
Ronald Boucher, Russell and Michelle Boucher, 
Donna and Robert Julian, Deborah and John 
Perkins, Linda Lareau and Dolly Lareau, Roger’s 
children, Brian Jean and his wife Sandy and 
Gary Jean; also several nieces, nephews, Jean 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. She was a 
sister of the late Paul Lareau, Norman Lareau and 
Claudette Mountain.

Relatives and friends are invited to Aline’s 
Life Celebration on Thursday, from 4 until 8 
PM, at the McKENNA-OUELLETTE FUNERAL 
HOME, 327 Hildreth Street. Her Funeral Mass 
will be celebrated on Friday morning at 10 
AM In Ste. Marguerite D’Youville Church,
1340 Lakeview Ave., Dracut. Burial will follow 
in St. Joseph Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 
donations In her name may be made to 
“Alzheimer’s Foundation of America” c/o 
Michelle Canning, PO Box 160834 Nashville,
TN 37216. For condolences, please visit www. 
mckennaouellette.comMcKenna-Ouellette

D'Amato


