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EMPLOYEES TAKE SIDES

A Market Basket divided

Market Basket Store Operations Supervisor
Valerie Polito speaks at a press conference
at the grocery chain's Reading location
Aug. 8, a day after her letter to the Market
Basket board became public, detailing a
devolving company culture in the wake of
the suspension of CEO Arthur T. Demoulas.
Other employees have since come forward
to say the culture has improved, showing
divisions among staff.

Dueling narratives show divisions
within the company’s offices

employees report tension in the
Tewksbury headquarters, and
others report an improved com-
pany culture.

After May 28, when Market
Basket CEO Arthur T. Demoulas

By Peter Currier
peurrier@lowellsun.com

TEWKSBURY » As the corporate
shakeup within Market Basket
continues to unfold, some divi-
sions are visible within the com-

pany’s corporate offices as some
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‘A LACK OF DUE DILIGENCE’

MONKS REMOVE TREES IN
FLOOD PLAIN WITHOUT PERMIT

Conservatlon Commlss1on ratlﬁes enforcement order agalnst Vatt Khmer temp]e

COURTESY CITY OF LOWELL.

A section of trees cut down without permitted approval at 48 Townsend Ave. at the Vatt Khmer Lowell and Khmer American Cultural

Center in Pawtucketville.

By Melanie Gilbert
mgilbert@lowellsun.com

LOWELL » A resident on Shir-
ley Avenue remembers kayak-
ing around her Pawtucketville
neighborhood after the Mother’s
Day flood of 2006. The area, des-
ignated a flood plain, is home to
the Claypit Brook and the Mer-

American Cultural Center on
Townsend Avenue, which was
slapped with an enforcement
order by the Conservation Com-
mission for cutting down doz-
ens of trees within a flood plain
without a permit.

“This to me screams of a
lack of due diligence,” Chair
Brad Buitenhuys said during

T know it’s your property but it's
our jurisdiction. You've removed
a significant amount of trees in
the flood plain, which help to
soak up and disperse flood wa-
ters.”

Drone footage from Aug. 3,
sent to The Sun by Centralville
resident William Palermo,
shows the extent of the tree-cut-

urban canopy, heat islands and
flooding risks to residents and
infrastructure due to climate-re-
lated changes.

Samkhann Khoeun, presi-
dent of the board of directors
for Vatt Khmer, told the com-
mission that the tree-cutting
‘was an “oversight,” based on a
permit approved in 2019.

ANTI-POVERTY FUNDS
Community
services
grants on
chopping
block in D.C.

Program defenders
up against Trump
claims that grants
fund ‘woke programs’

By Chris Lisinski
State House News Service

LAWRENCE » Anti-poverty advo-
cates and a Democratic congress-
woman on Thursday accused the
Trump administration of “dou-
bling down” on spending cuts that
could harm the state’s lowest-in-
come residents.

As President Donald Trump
targets the Community Services
Block Grant program he alleges
has been “hijacked” for other pur-
poses, Bay Staters argued that the
funding provides critical support
for housing assistance, child care,
heating aid and more.

Leaders from several commu-
nity action agencies laid out a call
to action, urging their supporters
and constituents to contact mem-
bers of Congress and express op-
position to the cuts Trump has

yed.

“It’s not only a part of our iden-
tity, but it’s also an amazing in-
vestment in our communities,”
Greater Lawrence Community
Action Council Executive Director
and CEO Vilma Dominguez-Mar-
tinez said about the block grant
program. “Through commu-
nity action, the entire commu-
nity prospers each time a family
avoids eviction with our support.
‘We alleviate the strain on our hos-
pitals and shelter system.”

Trump in May outlined a dis-
cretionary budget request for fed-
eral fiscal year 2026, which begins
Oct. 1. His plan would cut money
from what the administration
described as several “woke pro-
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Same as cash financing, and great for
Superior Exterior Transformations that adds a stunning look.

Quinn’s Construction has completed hundreds of James Hardie siding installations across New England. Our James Hardie siding offers superior protection
and requires minimal maintenance, guaranteed to last with a 15-year non-prorated color guarantee and a 30-year non-prorated materials warranty.

Superior protection that's guaranteed to last with the best siding from James Hardie.

Professional Building Services

1049 Lakeview Ave #1, Dracut, MA 01826

Call: 978-957-1200 or Text: 978-886-2869 * Email: Tom@quinnsconstruction.com
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Sun & Moon

Statistics through 4 p.m. Saturday Sunrise today .
Sunset tonight .

. - 84/56  Moonrise today
Normal high/iow ... 82/64 Moonset today ..
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Month to date 1.96"
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Lotto winNING NUMBERS DRAWN SATURDAY
MASSACHUSETTS Any Order:

Mid-Day: 3-4-1-3 All four, $407

Payoffs (on $1bet): First three, $ 228

Exact Order: Last three, $114

All four, $5,189 Mass Cash (Fri.):
First, last three, $726 1-3-8-15-27

Any two, $62 Lucky for Life (Fri.)
Any one, $6 2-8-19-26-32-18
Any Order: NEW HAMPSHIRE

All four, $432

Tri-State Daily:
Afternoon
k 3:8-9-9

First three, $121
Last three, $121
Evening: 0-3-0-9

Payoffs (on $1bet): ick 4:1-9-4-5

Exact Order: Evening (Fri)

All four, $4,888 Plck 3: 6-8-5

First, last three, $684 Pick 4: 2-6-3-2

Any two, $59 Tri-State Megabucks:
Any one, $ 6 1-2-7-9-21(4)

Due to our earlier deadlines, some numbers are reported a day later
as noted. For more immediate results, visit www.masslottery.com
and www.nhlottery.com.

Apts, Boats, Cars

From A to Z to sells in

Marketplace
866-396-4979

Action

Council, Inc.

GLCAC

pPowerment Community.

e

COURTESY COMMUNITY TEAMWORK

From left, Massachusetts Association for Community Action Executive Director Joe Diamond, Congresswoman

Lori Trahan, Greater Lawrence Community Action Council Executive Director and CEO Vilma Dominguez-Martinez,
Community Teamwork Inc. CEO Carl Howell and Kerri Perry, CEO of Community Action Inc. in Haverhill, at a Thursday,
Aug. 14, 2025 media event at GLCAC.
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Community Services Block
Grants worth a combined
$770 million.

The White House in a
fact sheet alleged the fund-
ing “has been hijacked from
true poverty reduction to
things such as equity-build.
ing and green energy initia-
tives.”

“Grants have funded
things such as the Califor-
nia Community Action Part-
nership to host focus groups
on bringing ‘DEI to the fore-
front, and Community Ac-
tion Agency in Wisconsin to
‘combine clean energy with
affordable housing in the
pursuit of both economic
and environmental justice,”
the White House wrote.

The grant program is a
core source of funding for
the 23 community action
agencies in Massachusetts,
who together serve more
than 600,000 people, ac-
cording to the Massachu-
setts Association for Com-
munity Action (MASSCAP).

Dominguez-Martinez
said her organization used
$381,000 in CSBG funds to
help more than 2,700 people
last year with workforce de-
velopment, English classes
and financial empowerment
services.

“This is pretty affordable,
considering that at a cost
of just $72 per client — talk
about cost-effective and rate
of return,” Dominguez-Mar-
tinez said.
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$75 million in CSBG funds
last year, said Congress-
woman Lori Trahan, who
Elder Law

PROTECT YOUR
HOME AND ASSETS

Attorney Jeft Higgins can
ABSOLUTELY protect assets, even if
aloved one is in a Nursing Home. It's
never too late to protect your assets.
Don'tillout a Medicaid Application
until you talk to
Attomey Higgins at
978-256-4704 o
(c) 978-502-6751
Guardianships, Probate, Wills,
Trusts, Medicaid Applications,
Asset Protecti

Law Offices of Jeffrey A.
Higgins

227 Chelmsford St. Suite B

added that its uses ranged
from job training to hous-
ing assistance to emergency
food aid. Some of the grant
funding went toward the
Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program, which
helped more than 170,000
Bay State families pay for
heat or electricity.

“Anyone who has spent a
February here in Massachu-
setts knows just how critical
that is and how dangerous
it would be to take it away,
but that’s what Republican
politicians in Washington
are trying to do,” Trahan,
a Democrat, said. “They’re
defunding these programs,
and it’s not just cruel, it’s
short-sighted, because when
families can’t afford their
heat or their food or stable
housing, the ripple effects
hit our schools. It hits our
hospitals, our local econ-
omies our entire commu-
nity.”

COURTESY COMMUNITY TEAMWORK
From left, Community Teamwork Chief Program Officer Kayombo Kamawu, Division
Director of Energy and Community Services Connie Martin, Director of Contracts Amy
Weatherbee, and Division Director of Child and Family Services Meghan Siembor.
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COURTESY COMMUNITY TEAMWORK

Trahan described the Community Teamwork Inc. CEO Carl Howell speaks at
budget proposal targeting a Thursday, Aug. 14, 2025 media event at the Greater
Lawrence Community Action Council to highlight the
impacts of cuts to federal anti-poverty funds.

CSBG as “doubling down”
on the major spending cuts
already enacted through
the federal reconciliation
bill targeting areas such as
Medicaid and food stamps.

“Eliminating LIHEAP
and CSBG would be devas-
tating for families, seniors,
and veterans across Greater
Lowell and throughout the

country,” Community Team-
work Inc. CEO Carl Howell
said in a statement. “These
aren’t handouts—they are
lifelines. They keep peo-
ple safe in their homes,
provide critical stability
during times of crisis, and
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ENDORSEMENT FROM
FORMER LOWELL MAYOR
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The Committee to Elect Paul Ratha Yem
lount Veann St, Lowell, MA 01854
000

"I've had the privilege of serving alongside Paul Ratha
Yem, and | can say without hesitation that he is one of the
most dedicated and rrusrwonhy public servants I've known.
experience, a fireless work ethic, and a
commitment to listening to and serving his constituents that
sets him cpart, He doesn' just talk about solufions—he
rolls up his sleeves and gets the work done. Whether if's
addressing neighborhood concerns, advoeaing for betier
infrastructure, or supporting our seniors and veterans, Paul
is always there, responsive and readly fo help. I'm proud
to endorse Vice Mayor Paul Ratha Yem for re-election,
knowing that he will continue to serve Lowell with integrity,

Paul brings deg

determination, and a true heart for the people.”
— John Leahy, Former Mayor & City Councilor, City of Lowell

PAID FOR AND AUTHORIZED BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT PAUL RATHA YEM

ensure no child or elder is
forced to choose between
heating their home and
putting food on the table.
‘We are profoundly grateful
to Congresswoman Trahan
for her leadership in pro-
tecting these essential pro-
grams and standing up for
the communities that rely
on them most.”

MASSCAP launched an
email campaign helping
supporters contact Con-
gress to urge continued
funding for the block grant
program.

“Community Action was
created over 60 years ago
to fight poverty, to elimi-
nate the paradox of poverty
amidst plenty in the richest
country in the world,” said
MASSCAP Executive Direc-
tor Joe Diamond. “We've
made progress. There have
been fits and starts, and
now we're facing probably
the most stressful, if not
dangerous, time in the life
of the republic in terms of
our ability to organize our-
selves and help each other.”

MASSCAP and commu-
nity action agencies are
asking the public to visit
masscap.org/takeaction
and urge their congres-
sional representatives and
senators to fight to protect
these programs, include
CSBG and LIHEAP fund-
ing in the fiscal 2026 bud-
get, and save Community
Action.



